YOUNG TURKEY AND THE YEMEN 201
Once more was it necessary to send an army from Europe to vindicate Ottoman sovereignty, and once more did success reward the valour and determination of the Turkish troops. The revolt was suppressed, Sanaa was recaptured, and all the old positions reoccupied, but only at a cost in blood and money that it seems surprising that Turkey should have thought it worth while to incur. The operations, moreover, were indecisive in one way ; the Imam and his followers utterly declined to surrender any of the weapons and stores they had captured, and it was only by the Turks giving way on this point that a qiialified peace was eventually patched up.
This last peace was in reality little more than a truce, and would scarcely have proved as enduring as it actually did but for the events in European Turkey in the years 1908-9. The genuine enthusiasm for the new constitution, and the high hopes it at first inspired, spread to the Arabs themselves ; though the cause, the probable effects, and the very nature of the movement were imperfectly understood on all sides. The feverish desire of the Turkish statesmen to secure peace at home and abroad, for a time at any rate, led them to promise the Zaidies what practically amounted to " home rule." They asked from them time to formulate a scheme which should be satisfactory to both sides, and they were granted it. In the meanwhile, they gave up all attempts to collect revenue from the Arabs. Even the " octroi" method of taxation was abandoned. Such was the state of affairs in 1910.
For practical purposes we may consider the Zaidie country to be the mountainous part of what appears on the map as cc the Yemen." This definition is not strictly accurate, for the Ottoman pashalik contains many Sunna tribes, in the south especially. The eastern boundary is the desert, where the settled population is replaced by the nomad Bedou. The western frontier is the edge of cultivation on the seaward slopes ; what the northern frontier may be is an unsolved problem. The tribes of Asir are for the most part Shafei, but where the one ends and the other begins no one knows : at any rate, the writer does not.
The Yemen has not the exclusive character of the